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FOREWORD

The economic theory of religion is a relatively new scientific
field. However, this research project was not born out of my
desire to pursue a new and very interesting research direction.
The fact that the research communicated through this book
has been performed at the beginning of this new scientific
endeavor is simply coincidence. The study of the influence of
religious values and institutions on economic performance
has been a natural stage in my long-term, nonorthodox, per-
sonal research program. Hence, it should be no surprise that
the methodology and conclusions derived from this research
are quite different from others’.

The analytical model I propose in this book is based on my
previous studies regarding the formation of preferences and
cultural values as well as the nature of rules and institutions.
All studies were performed within a fundamentally different
paradigm. This book is the first major test of the general
power paradigm — a paradigm for which I have struggled to
attain recognition. The results are beyond my expectations.
Through using an analytical model quite different from that of
standard economic theory, rational choice perspective and the
Weberian model, I proved something that, from the perspec-
tive of orthodox social science inspired by Western culture, is
hardly imaginable. Specifically, religious values, rules, and
institutions intrinsically contain direct and indirect rankings of
the mega-objective absolute wealth (or economic perfor-
mance) and, as such, they predetermine the economic perfor-

mance of communities that embrace those religions.



Xii Foreword

Because the level of economic performance determined by a
religion is encoded in its dogma, nothing else but religious
dogma should be studied or decoded by economists. Just the
outside, plain aspects of religious activities — like religiosity —
cannot but mislead. It is equally misleading to study the correla-
tion between dominant religions and economic performance
of the corresponding communities. This is so because the
economic performance of many countries has increasingly
depended on economic systems and institutions they have been
forced or induced to adopt and which have nothing in common
with their own cultures and, as such, their own religions.

The standard economic models for analyzing religion are
not fit to tackle this problem. It seems it is impossible to
economically decode religious dogmas and derive a solid
economic consistency ranking of religions other than from
the perspective taken in this book, and by its derivative
concepts and correlations.
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