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Foreword

The timing of the publication of Pandemics, disasters, sustainability, tourism: An
examination of impact on and resilience in Caribbean small island developing states
is opportune, coming on the heels of two mega crises that have impacted our
nation, region, and wider world, namely the historically devastating Hurricane
Dorian of 2019 and the COVID-19 pandemic, the latter of which, at the time of
publication, though in regression, is still very much with us.

I take this opportunity to congratulate and commend the powerhouse team of
four professors/editors from The University of The Bahamas and Florida Inter-
national University — Dr Ian Bethel, Ms. Jessica Minnis, Dr Sophia Rolle, and Dr
Fevzi Okumus — for assembling this collection of scholarly research on the impact
of the recent disasters, hurricanes, pandemic, and environmental threats induced
by climate change that have afflicted the nations of the Caribbean region. In the
arena of this university textbook, these educators, along with the host of expert
contributors, bring sharp focus to the recent crises that have confronted us as a
region; they examine the socioeconomic impact on our citizens and open engaging
discussion on the way forward to resilience and sustainability.

Given the relevancy of the topics to the present and foreseeable future of our
region, this textbook will, no doubt, enjoy a lengthy shelf life. The content of this
textbook concerns each and every citizen among the 44 million population of the
Caribbean. As such, it is of keen interest and will engage a wide audience: stu-
dents, educators, policy makers, economists, and members of the general public.

This textbook is replete with real-life case studies of the impact of hurricanes,
the COVID-19 pandemic, and natural disasters caused by climate change — from
the devastation assailed by Hurricane Dorian on The Bahamas’ two northern
islands, Abaco and Grand Bahama; to the pandemic-inflicted economic distress
of accommodations workers in Jamaica to the impact of sargassum on the
tourism industry in Barbados. The scope of content of this publication makes it
ideal for adoption as a mandatory textbook in tourism and sustainability courses
of tertiary institutions across the Caribbean.

In my estimation, the key appeal of this publication lies in its ability to create
and promote awareness of the threats of natural disasters that we face in the
region. It equips us with knowledge of our vulnerability as a small island devel-
oping state. Given our geography, we have always been vulnerable to Atlantic
hurricanes, a threat which has been magnified in recent times by climate change.
Climate change not only intensifies the formation of hurricanes but also ushers in



xxvi Foreword

brand new threats: rising sea levels, sargassum, and the death of marine life that is
critical to the livelihoods of people on so many of our islands.

The tone of this textbook inspires a refreshing sense of hopefulness as the
content recommends approaches and strategies to laying policy frameworks for
sustainability and building resilience in the face of threats.

As a region, we face a future of uncertainty, but we remain undaunted. Our
small developing states have been left to grapple with challenges brought about by
the runaway carbon emissions produced by the giant economies of the developed
nations. At the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) held
in Glasgow, Scotland, we watched with pride and admiration as our Caribbean
leaders challenged developed countries to up the ante on reducing climate change.

As we wait for a more intentional and robust response from the developed
nations, we, small island developing states of the Caribbean, must get on with our
agenda to do our part to reduce climate change. The textbook that you hold in
your hand shows how to make adaptations to contribute to a more sustainable
lifestyle that will contribute in meaningful ways to positively address climate
change.

Whether it is meeting targets set to reduce use of fossil fuels, implementing
more stringent building codes, conducting tourism activity according to interna-
tionally accepted standards of sustainability, increasing our regional collective
fund to assist sister nations with disaster relief, or stepping up our public
awareness campaigns to promote sustainable lifestyles in all of our islands across
the Caribbean, this textbook engages readers in mapping out solutions and
strategies to address the potential crises our region faces in the foreseeable future.

The principal tertiary institutions of a country play a crucial role in national
development. In the case of young developing nations such as ours in the
Caribbean, the role of the university is even more critical. The university is an
institution that serves as a catalyst for change. It leads the way in opening and
moderating the national conversations that must be had to address the issues that
impact the welfare of the citizenry. Today, in the Caribbean, there is no issue
more urgent than climate change and the disasters and crises that it can poten-
tially engender.

On behalf of the Government and People of the Commonwealth of The
Bahamas, I extend sincere thanks to The University of The Bahamas for the
collaborative effort led by its three professors, in conjunction with Florida
International University, to produce a signature textbook that will prove to be a
highly useful tool in preparing the upcoming generation to stage an effective
counteroffensive of readiness and resilience in the face of the eventuality of nat-
ural disasters.

Editors and contributors, congratulations, again, on a well-executed textbook
and guide to sustainability and resilience.

The Honourable 1. Chester Cooper, M.P.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism,
Investments & Aviation Commonwealth of The Bahamas



Acknowledgments

This text would not have been possible had it not been for the hard work,
dedication, and professionalism of each contributing author. Each author pro-
vided rich perspectives regarding the region’s battle with natural disasters and the
current COVID-19 pandemic. We are deeply indebted to you all. We are espe-
cially thankful to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism and Aviation,
Honorable I. Chester Cooper, for his contributions to the Foreword. We give a
special thanks to the University of The Bahamas, Fiona, and her editorial team at
Emerald for their advice and support for and throughout this publication. Finally,
we are grateful for having such a fertile landscape in which to write such a text.
The Caribbean consisting of its many Islands and Cays provided an opportunity
to the researchers to delve into the diversity of life and environment in the region.
We are very happy to have written it for scholars, enthusiasts, and others inter-
ested in the study of tourism.

Dr Ian Bethell-Bennett

I wish to thank my family and friends who journeyed with me through this
project. My wife and children have been tremendous. Appreciation to my pro-
fessional mentors, two of whom I met in my twenties and who have become more
than professional mentors, who continue to quietly encourage me to strive and to
achieve with this project. To our kitchen table crew who may be physically
dispersed now, but remain spiritually united, thank you. We energize and
empower one another. Thanks to Sophia and Jessica for their tireless work to
bring this project to fruition, and to Fevzi Okumus for his eagle-eyed clarity.
Thanks also to those who served as peer reviewers. Thanks also to my family from
my old Department for all their camaraderie and encouragement.

Dr Sophia A. Rolle

I would like to dedicate my contributions to this book to my mother Helen
Hutcherson. She was with me at the beginning of this journey but suffered a
massive setback on February 14, 2021. To date, I have not been able to share with
her the good news of the completion of the publication, as she remains in a coma.
I know that she has guided my thoughts throughout this journey.

I also wish to thank my daughter Eboni D. Adderley and Mrs. Sheena Newton
for their editorial expertise. My colleagues all benefited from your assistance.

I once again would like to thank Jessica Minnis and Ian Bethell-Bennett for
believing that we could produce another textbook and that we can create a further



xxviii  Acknowledgments

dent in the paucity of scholarly works coming out of the Caribbean. Thank
you Fevzi Okumus for agreeing so readily to join our editorial team. You brought
a particular challenge and flavor to our team for which we all benefited. Thank
you all.

Jessica Minnis

By HIS GRACE. I wish to thank my family and friends for their encouragement
and a listening ear when I had the zoomies and my constant chatter about me
coediting this book. You can now rest in peace. I want to thank Gina Carey,
Sandra Phillip-Burrows and Christopher Curry, and Eboni Adderley for
graciously saving my eyes.

A special thanks to the earth sustainability fan club, Sophia Rolle, and Ian
Bethell-Bennett. Through our discussions and experiences with hurricanes and the
current COVID-19 pandemic impacting our country and region in so many ways,
thought it important for us to edit another textbook focusing on these issues and
ways to sustain our beautiful region and where we call home. I hope readers will
find the book instructive. I wish to thank the University of The Bahamas who
reminds us to publish and be interdisciplinary. I am happy to thank Fevzi
Okumus for being a part of the editorial team and willingly incorporating your
knowledge and expertise on the tourism and hospitality industry to make this
publication a reality. Thanks all for keeping the Caribbean region ever in focus.

Fevzi Okumus

I would like to thank my coeditors, Ian Bethell-Bennett, Sophia Rolle, and Jessica
Minnis for inviting me to join this meaningful project. Special thanks to all the
authors and reviewers for their contribution to this valuable edited book. Crises
and disasters negatively affect destinations. However, destinations in developing
countries and islands are more negatively affected by crises and disasters. Sadly,
such destinations also appear to face more crises and disasters. I hope that this
much needed edited book can help destinations in the Caribbean region and
similar regions to better prepare, respond to, and manage possible future crises
and disasters.



	Pandemics, Disasters, Sustainability, Tourism
	Pandemics, Disasters, Sustainability, Tourism: An Examination of Impact on and Resilience in Caribbean Small Island Developing States
	Copyright
	Table of Contents
	List of Figures and Tables
	List of Abbreviations
	About the Editors
	About the Contributors
	Foreword
	Acknowledgments

