
FORMING AND CENTERING

Foundational Aspects of Architectural Design



FORMING 
AND 
CENTERING

Foundational Aspects of 

Architectural Design

Kenneth M. Moff ett, AIA
Bullock Smith & Partners Inc., Knoxville, 
TN, USA

United Kingdom – North America – Japan
India – Malaysia – China



Emerald Publishing Limited 
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 1WA, UK

First edition 2017

Copyright © 2017 Emerald Publishing Limited

Reprints and permissions service 
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com 

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise without either the prior written 
permission of the publisher or a licence permitting restricted copying issued 
in the UK by Th e Copyright Licensing Agency and in the USA by Th e 
Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the chapters are 
those of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every eff ort to ensure the quality 
and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation implied or 
otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any 
warranties, express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-78635-829-5 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-78635-828-8 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-78714-341-8 (Epub)

Certificate Number 1985
ISO 14001

ISOQAR certified 
Management System,
awarded to Emerald 
for adherence to 
Environmental 
standard 
ISO 14001:2004.



For Marian



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Conceiving, writing and illustrating this book was something of 
a solitary pastime, returned to in fi ts and starts over the course 
of a good number of years. But I am indebted to a number of 
individuals and organizations for their valuable contributions 
during its gestation and publication. Frank Sparkman, AIA made 
initial suggestions for inquiries as to potential publishers. Professor 
Mark DeKay saw potential in my eff orts and sent information and 
comments to his own publishers, ultimately resulting in this book. 
I had taken the perhaps unusual step of commissioning a formatted 
version of the complete proposed book, and Michael Richards and 
his forces at Richards Design Group produced that product with 
patience and sensitivity. Peer reviewers Dean Emeritus William 
Rudd, FAIA, Professor Marleen Davis, FAIA, Gene Burr, AIA 
AICP, and others unknown to me off ered insightful comments that 
were greatly appreciated.  

Earlier versions or excerpts received very useful feedback from 
Jon Coddington, T. K. Davis, Randy Ott, and others. My deep 
thanks to the team at Emerald for shepherding through my fi rst 
book-length endeavor. My colleagues at BullockSmith Architecture 
& Planning encouraged my eff orts, and turned a blind eye to 
some extensive photocopier use. My daughter, Alison E. Moff ett, 
a London artist and educator, off ered valuable suggestions and 
support, and my wife Cindy Robinson Moff ett, a writer and editor, 
was ideally suited to off er patient advice and informed counsel. Th e 
career of my late fi rst wife, Dr. Marian Scott Moff ett, a remarkably 
productive educator, architectural historian, and author, inspired 
me to believe that bringing this book to completion was a worthy 
and achievable goal.

Kenneth M. Moff ett

vii




