g e T




CONTESTED BELONGING: SPACES,
PRACTICES, BIOGRAPHIES



This page intentionally left blank



CONTESTED BELONGING:
SPACES, PRACTICES,
BIOGRAPHIES

EDITED BY

KATHY DAVIS
HALLEH GHORASHI
PEER SMETS

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the Netherlands

2 cmerad

United Kingdom — North America — Japan — India — Malaysia — China



Emerald Publishing Limited
Howard House, Wagon Lane, Bingley BD16 IWA, UK

First edition 2018
Copyright © 2018 Emerald Publishing Limited

Reprints and permissions service
Contact: permissions@emeraldinsight.com

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, transmitted in
any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without either the prior written permission of the publisher or a licence
permitting restricted copying issued in the UK by The Copyright Licensing Agency
and in the USA by The Copyright Clearance Center. Any opinions expressed in the
chapters are those of the authors. Whilst Emerald makes every effort to ensure the
quality and accuracy of its content, Emerald makes no representation implied or
otherwise, as to the chapters’ suitability and application and disclaims any warranties,
express or implied, to their use.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-78743-207-9 (Print)
ISBN: 978-1-78743-206-2 (Online)
ISBN: 978-1-78743-250-5 (Epub)

ISOQAR certified
Management System,
awarded to Emerald
for adherence to
Environmental

standard TN
ISOQAR 150 14001:2004. ¥ Y
‘P
> o
Certificate Number 1985 -

1ISO 14001 INVESTOR IN PEOPLE



Contents

About the Contributors

Introduction
Kathy Davis, Halleh Ghorashi, Peer Smets and Melanie Eijberts

Part 1: Spaces

Chapter 1 Entangled Belongings: Reimagining
Transnational Biographies of Black and Global African
Diasporic Kinship

Jayne O. Ifekwunigwe

Chapter 2 People Like Me: Multiple Belongings Among
Senior Mobile Home Residents in Florida
Margarethe Kusenbach

Chapter 3 Finding their Place: The Multiscalar
Belonging of African Academics on a South African

University Campus
Melissa Kelly

Chapter 4 Senses of Belonging and Nonbelonging
within Citizens’ Summits in Amsterdam
Marloes Vliind and Peer Smets

Chapter 5 Between Ambiguity and Ambition:

Experiences of Belonging and Spatial Mobility Among
Business Professionals Whose Parents Migrated from Turkey
Ali Konyali and Elif Keskiner

ix

19

43

67

89

113



vi Contents

Part II: Practices

Chapter 6 Identity and Belonging: Conceptualizations
and Reframings through a Translocational Lens
Floya Anthias

Chapter 7 Becoming Unaccustomed to Home: Young
Eritreans’ Narratives about Estrangement, Belonging and the
Desire to Leave Home

Milena Belloni

Chapter 8 Bartering for Belongings: Ethnic Trade in
Belleville, Paris
Alice Hertzog

Chapter 9 Meaningful Culturalization in an Academic
Hospital: Belonging and Difference in the Interference Zone
Between System and Life World

Hannah Leyerzapf, Tineke Abma, Petra Verdonk and
Halleh Ghorashi

Chapter 10  Young Finnish Somalis Exploring their
Belonging Within Participatory Performative Research
Helena Oikarinen-Jabai

Part III: Biographies

Chapter 11 Murder in Chapel Hill: Muslims, the Media
and the Ambivalence of Belonging
Katherine Pratt Ewing

Chapter 12 Longing to Belong: Moroccan-Dutch
Young People’s Narrations of National Belonging
Jacomijne Prins

Chapter 13 At the Roots of Home, Away From It:
Meanings, Places and Values of Home through the Biographic
Narratives of Immigrant Care Workers in Italy

Paolo Boccagni

137

161

183

209

233

263

289

313



Chapter 14 “‘Sometimes I Feel More Moroccan than
Dutch’: Identity and Belonging in Second-Generation
Iranian-Dutch Women

Leila Kian and Halleh Ghorashi

Chapter 15 Gendered Narrations of National
Belonging and Motherhood in Sudan and Mexico
Tine Davids and Karin Willemse

Epilogue: Reflections on Belonging, Otherness

and the Possibilities of Friendship
Halleh Ghorashi, Kathy Davis and Peer Smets

Index

Contents

vii

333

357

379

391



This page intentionally left blank



About the Contributors

Tineke Abma is Full Professor in Participation and Diversity and Co-Head
of the Department of Medical Humanities at the VU University Medical
Center Amsterdam and research leader in the Amsterdam Public Health
research institute. Formerly she was an Endowed Chair Client Participa-
tion in Elderly Care. Her background is in the social sciences and her work
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ences. Her main interests lie in strengthening the participation of patients
and their inclusion in society and participatory action research. Her work
has been recognized and awarded for its social value and impact on society.

Floya Anthias is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of
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Race, Ethnicity, Colour and Class and the Anti-Racist Struggle (Routledge,
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(Ashgate, 1992); Gender and Migration in Southern Europe (Berg, 2000);
Into the Margins: Migration and Exclusion in Southern Europe (Ashgate,
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in Refugee Studies at the Centre for Migration and Intercultural Studies
of the University of Antwerp. Her PhD thesis ‘Cosmologies of Destina-
tions: roots and routes of Eritrean forced migration towards Europe’ won
the Maria Baganha IMISCOE 2016 Award for the best doctoral disser-
tation in migration studies. Her research interests concern refugees’ tra-
jectories to Europe, family reunification procedures, the role of families
in migration choices, migrant smuggling refugees’ livelihood strategies in
urban areas and ethnographic methods. She has published in the Journal
of Refugee Studies, the Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies, Human
Geography and the International Journal of Comparative Sociology.

Paolo Boccagni is an Associate Professor in Sociology at the Univer-
sity of Trento. He is also the Principal Investigator of the ERC StG
project HOMInG — The Home-Migration Nexus: Home as a Window
on Migrant Belonging, Integration and Circulation (2016-2021). His
main research areas include transnational migration, social welfare,
care and diversity. On issues of home and migration, he has published
articles in Housing, Theory and Society (2014), in the Journal of Hous-
ing and the Built Environment (2017) and in Housing Studies (2018). He
has also published the monograph Migration and the Search for Home:
Mapping Domestic Space in Migrants’ Everyday Lives (Palgrave, 2017).

Tine Davids is a Lecturer in the Department of Anthropology and Develop-
ment Studies at Radboud University Nijmegen, the Netherlands. She teaches
and conducts research on gender, politics, globalization, gender mainstream-
ing, feminist ethnography and (return) migration, and has published interna-
tionally in these research areas. She specializes in these issues in Latin America,
particularly Mexico and Central America. Some of her recent publications
include ‘The Micro Dynamics of Agency: Repetition and Subversion in a
Mexican Right-Wing Female Politician’s Life Story’ in the European Journal
of Women's Studies (2011); ‘Embodied Engagements: Feminist Ethnography
at the Crossing of Knowledge Production and Representation’, an introduc-
tion with Karin Willemse of a co-edited special issue of Women Studies Inter-
national Forum (2014); Women, Gender and Remittances (co-edited with Ton
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ico (co-edited with Abril Saldafna and Lilia Venegas; INAH/ITACA, 2016).
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transnational practices, biography as methodology and critical and creative
strategies for academic writing. She is the author of many books, includ-
ing Reshaping the Female Body (Routledge, 1995), Dubious Equalities and
Embodied Differences (Rowman & Littlefield, 2003) and The Making of
Our Bodies, Ourselves: How Feminism Travels Across Borders (Duke, 2007).
Her most recent book is Dancing Tango. Passionate Encounters in a Glo-
balizing World (NYU Press, 2015).
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she teaches The Global Identity Experience and Classical and Modern
Anthropological Thought. She holds a bachelor of arts in social sci-
ences (summa cum laude; major tracks: anthropology, psychology and
sociology) from University College Utrecht and a diploma in Ameri-
can studies from Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts. She
received her master of science (cum laude) in comparative studies of
migration, ethnic relations and multiculturalism from the University of
Utrecht in May 2006. She received a PhD (cum laude) from the Depart-
ment of Sociology at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Her research
investigated the sense of belonging and participation/integration strate-
gies of women of Moroccan and Turkish descent in Amsterdam and
Rotterdam.

Katherine Pratt Ewing is Professor of Religion and Director of the
Institute for Religion, Culture, and Public Life at Columbia University.
As a cultural anthropologist, she has conducted ethnographic fieldwork
in Pakistan, Turkey and India, and among Muslims in Europe and the
United States. Her research has focussed on debates among Muslims
about the proper practice of Islam in the modern world, including cur-
rent ACLS-funded research in northwest Africa. Recent writings include
““Islam is Not a Culture”: Reshaping a Muslim Public for a Secular World’
(2015), ‘From German Bus Stop to Academy Award Nomination: The
Honor Killing as Simulacrum’ (2013) and ‘Naming our Sexualities: Secu-
lar Constraints, Muslim Freedoms’ (2011). Previous books include Argu-
ing Sainthood: Modernity, Psychoanalysis and Islam (Duke University
Press, 1997), Stolen Honor: Stigmatizing Muslim Men in Berlin (Stanford
University Press, 2008), and the edited volumes Shariat and Ambiguity in
South Asian Islam (1988) and Being and Belonging: Muslim Communities
in the US since 9/11. Russell Sage Foundation (2008).

Halleh Ghorashi is Professor of Diversity and Integration at the Vrije
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as Professor of Management of Diversity and Integration, also at the
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Dr Ghorashi was born in Iran and came to
the Netherlands in 1988. She has published nationally and internationally
in English, Dutch and Persian languages. Her research involves issues of
identity, diaspora and managing diversity in organizations. Currently she
is focussing on the questions: why is it important to be culturally sensitive
in this culturalist world, and how can cultural sensitivity be created while
at the same time avoiding culturalism?

Alice Hertzog is a Social Anthropologist at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology in Ziirich. She is interested in how migrants shape the cities they
move to and the places they come from, with a focus on translocal urban
development. Her current doctoral thesis investigates patterns of migra-
tion and urban development along the Guinea Gulf in Benin. Alice has a
degree in social anthropology from Cambridge University and a master’s
from L’Ecole Urbaine at Sciences Po (Paris). She spent three years as an
international scholar at L’Ecole Normale Supéricure d’Ulm (Paris) where
she conducted research in the migrant neighbourhood Belleville. She has
worked with cities, foundations, artists, museums, NGOs and think tanks.

Jayne O. Ifekwunigwe is a Visiting Associate Professor in the Social Science
Research Institute at the Center on Genomics, Race, Identity and Difference
at Duke University and was a former reader in anthropology at the Univer-
sity of East London (UK). She has also taught in both the African and Afri-
can American Studies Departments at Duke University and the African,
African American and Diaspora Studies Department at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Trained as an urban and medical anthropolo-
gist, her scholarly and teaching interests are interdisciplinary and include
comparative ‘mixed race’ identities, the gendered and generational politics
of global African diasporic formations and visualizing cultural and herit-
age tourism in urban spaces as well as, more recently, the medical anthro-
pology of race, ‘mixed race’ and genomics. She has conducted visual and
ethnographic research in the United States, the United Kingdom and South
Africa, and has published and presented her work widely.

Melissa Kelly is a Visiting Researcher with the Borders in Globalization Pro-
ject at Carleton University, Canada. She holds a PhD in human geography
from Uppsala University, Sweden, and was a postdoctoral fellow (2014—
2015) with the Narrative Study of Lives Programme at the University of
the Free State, South Africa. Her research interests include transnationalism
and integration, and specifically how migrants develop a sense of belonging
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to spaces and places. Her (2013) dissertation, Onward Migration: The Trans-
national Trajectories of Iranians Leaving Sweden, used narrative methods to
explore the experiences of people of Iranian origin who have made multiple
international migrations over the course of their lives. In addition to her
dissertation, she has published articles and book chapters on citizenship,
identity and belonging in the global Iranian and Indian diasporas. Her cur-
rent work considers the experiences of other categories of migrants: interna-
tional students in South Africa and Canadian retirees in Florida.

Elif Keskiner is currently working as a Postdoctoral Researcher on the FP7
project Reducing Early School Leavers in EU at Erasmus University Rot-
terdam. Her project investigates youth transitions following early school
leaving and constructions of alternative biographies by young people
who are labelled as ‘at risk’. Her research interests cover a wide range of
subjects in sociology such as youth transitions, descendants of migrants,
social mobility patterns and elite formation, social capital formation and
development of various forms of capital among minority youth as well
as educational inequality. She has published numerous articles and book
chapters on these topics. In 2017, she co-edited a special issue with Mau-
rice Crul in Ethnic and Racial Studies called ‘The Upcoming New Elite
among Children of Immigrants’ and she is currently working on a mono-
graph called Generation in Transition, which will come out with Springer.

Leila Kian graduated from the University of Amsterdam with a BA in
clinical psychology (2008) and an MA in international relations (2012).
Based in Amsterdam, she currently conducts background research for
sociologically themed documentaries, books and films. Her main research
interests include gentrification, cultural appropriation, second-generation
immigrants and intersectional feminist phenomenology.

Ali Konyali is a Researcher at the Institute for Migration Research and
Intercultural Studies at the University of Osnabriick, Germany. He is
also a PhD candidate within the framework of the ERC-funded ELITES:
Pathways to Success project in the Department of Public Administration
and Sociology at Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands. He
studied arts and culture and European studies at Maastricht University,
the Netherlands, as well as international migration and ethnic relations at
Malmo University, Sweden.

Margarethe Kusenbach is an Associate Professor in the Department
of Sociology at the University of South Florida, Tampa. Her research
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interests include cities and communities, emotions and identity and
sustainability and disasters, as well as qualitative methods. Her current
work investigates issues of home and belonging among lifestyle migrants
and marginal social groups. In 2013, she edited a book (with Krista E.
Paulsen) titled Home. International Perspectives on Culture, Identity, and
Belonging with Peter Lang Publishing. She has published numerous arti-
cles and book chapters in the United States and in Europe and is currently
working on a monograph.

Hannah Leyerzapf studied cultural anthropology at the University of
Amsterdam, focussing on identity politics, social and religious activism,
empowerment and multiculturalism. She wrote her master’s thesis on the
empowerment of Muslim women with a Moroccan background in Rot-
terdam. Since 2010, she has been a researcher and teacher in the Depart-
ment of Medical Humanities at VU University Medical Center and the
Amsterdam Public Health research institute. Here she has conducted sev-
eral research projects on client participation; joint decision-making and
empowerment in health care, elderly care and psychiatry and care ethics,
diversity and interculturalization in healthcare organizations and aca-
demic medicine. Her PhD project centres on diversity in healthcare teams
from an intersectionality and critical diversity perspective.

Helena Oikarinen-Jabai currently works as a Senior Researcher on the
project Young Muslim’s and Resilience — A Participatory Study, at Hel-
sinki University, Department of Social Research. Her research interests
are interdisciplinary, and she is particularly interested in how performa-
tive, sensory and artistic practices and different ways of knowing can be
applied in research settings. She completed her PhD in art education at
the University of Art and Design in Helsinki. She also has a licentiate’s
degree in philosophy and master’s degrees in psychology (intercultural
communication), cultural anthropology and education (gender studies).
She has published numerous articles in scientific books and journals and
has produced many books and media productions related to her research.

Jacomijne Prins is an Independent Researcher affiliated with the Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam. Her research focusses on the stories young
adults with migrant backgrounds in the Netherlands construct to sustain
changes in their identities. As children of migrants, second- and third-
generation young adults’ identities have long been defined by stories about
‘otherness’. Now, these young adults are trying to find their own stories.
New stories are constructed and negotiated in conversation but also
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increasingly imagined and represented in literature, film and theater. This
research follows on her PhD thesis, Looking for New Stories: Moroccan-
Dutch Young Adults’ Constructions of Identity and Belonging. Her work
is published in Qualitative Sociology and Political Psychology, on pub-
lic forums on societal and diversity issues (www.kis.nl; www.social
evraagstukken.nl) and in government reports about the impact of theater
on (de)polarization.

Peer Smets is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at
the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the Netherlands. His PhD focussed on
housing finance and the urban poor in India. His current research deals
with neighbourhoods and focusses on livability, use of public space, hous-
ing, everyday encounters, belonging, home-making practices, community
development, participation, self-help practices and cooperation between
stakeholders. He has co-edited many special journal issues and books.
Recent books include Mobilities and Neighbourhood Belonging in Cities
and Suburbs (co-edited with P. Watt; PalgraveMacmillan, 2014), Afford-
able Housing in the Urban Global South: Seeking Sustainable Solutions
(co-edited with J. Bredenoord and P. van Lindert; Earthscan by Rout-
ledge, 2014) and Social Housing and Urban Renewal: A Cross-National
Perspective (co-edited with Paul Watt; Emerald, 2017).

Petra Verdonk is a Psychologist and has a PhD in gender mainstream-
ing in medical education (gender studies in medicine, University Medical
Center at Radboud, Nijmegen, the Netherlands). At VU University Med-
ical Center in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, she coordinates the learning
pathway, Interculturalization and Diversity in Medical Education, which
is part of the professional development training in medical education. She
teaches on medical ethics and diversity issues in medical education and
on medical sociology in health sciences education. In her research at the
Department of Medical Humanities and the Amsterdam Public Health
research institute, she focusses on gender and diversity in medical educa-
tion and public health. She is also a member of a global international
network on gender medicine and medical education.

Marloes Vlind is a Sociologist and PhD candidate at the Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam. Besides working as a lecturer, she researches democracy and
inclusion. Together with Peer Smets, she published several articles about
democratic initiatives and cooperated on a book about experiences with
citizens’ summits in the Netherlands on behalf of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior and Kingdom Relations. She also reported on the national citizens’



xvi  About the Contributors

conference for the same ministry and has co-written a guidance for local
governments who want to organize a citizens’ summit. Currently, she is
researching on how citizens’ summits serve as places of belonging and
recovery of the so-called commons.

Karin Willemse is Assistant Professor at the Erasmus School of History,
Culture, and Communication, Erasmus University Rotterdam, and at the
Department of African Languages and Cultures and International Stud-
ies at Leiden University. Her work focusses on gender, religion, violence,
youth and migration in the context of globalization. She conducted several
research projects in Africa, cooperating with scholars from South Africa,
Senegal and Sudan. Some recent works are: ‘Landscapes of Memories:
Visual and Spatial Dimensions of Hajja’s Narrative of Self’, in Narrative
Works: Issues, Investigations and Interventions (2012); ‘Embodied Engage-
ments: Feminist Ethnography at the Crossing of Knowledge Production
and Representation’, an introduction with Tine Davids for a co-edited
special issue of Women Studies International Forum (2014) and ‘Muslim
Communities and the Struggle Over the Public Sphere’, an introduction
with Sylvia Bergh for a co-edited special issue of Contemporary Islam
(2016). Currently she is engaged in research on heritage and belonging in
Nubia, North Sudan, on an Urgent Anthropology Fellowship from the
Royal Anthropological Institute and the British Museum.
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