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Mixed-income housing development and implementations strategies are increasingly becoming one area of human settlements research that is gaining increasing attention and attractions. With the world population expected to reach an astronomical 9.8 billion by 2050 from the current 7.6 billion, informed by the addition of 83 million people every year on the planet, most governments and international organizations are facing considerable challenges as it relates to access to housing by these teaming population, exacerbated urban poverty and hunger, as well as environmental conservation and climate change issues. We cannot continue to fold our hands and stare. Hence, this book is recommended for all those who are interested in ensuring that the world moves forward with speed to cater for these rising population as it relates to shelter and necessary condition to attain sustainable human settlements. The framework so developed in the book is user friendly and will argue all current efforts, publications and policy gaps which need urgent solution on a global scale. The case examples drawn from both the developed and developing countries will serve as a sign post and road map to urban planners, construction economics, developers, researchers, community leaders, social scientists, private sector and all stakeholders as well as built environment students/engineering specialists/practitioners on how to approach the problems confronting human settlements and design strategies. You cannot wait further than to read this book that has come handy at this important period in the history of human race and associated challenges that at times resist solutions and appear not solvable. These problems are now noted and associated with hidden opportunities that are not so visible and are at times overlooked.

Yours sincerely,
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Prof. Smart N. Uchegbu, PhD, MSc, BA, fnitp, fnes, meman, Rtp

Deputy Vice Chancellor Emeritus

University of Nigeria, Nsukka








Preface

The twenty-first century is noted globally as the urban century of unique character, dynamism, symbiosis and complexities because more than half of the world's population lives in cities. This population is projected to increase to 70% by 2050. South Africa is no exception to this phenomenal increase in urban population. More than 60% of South African population lives in urban areas, and this figure is projected to increase to 71.3% and 80% by 2030 and 2050, respectively. Access to human settlement by this teaming population remains a challenge/issue and undoubting task to the incumbent government and previous regimes. The problem of access to human settlements is compounded by historical apartheid's spatial geography characterized by racial segregation, fragmentation of urban space and separate development. During the apartheid period, settlement patterns were designed and planned in accordance with racial differentiation. This resulted to fragmented and dysfunctional residential settlements pattern that forced many people to travel long distances between place of work and home. Since 1994, the various housing policies, programmes and legislation have not been able to find solution to the spatial challenges that South Africa faces. The objective of this book is to investigate and unpack mixed-income housing development strategy and how this housing typology with a new framework can bring about spatial integration, improved access to social services, infrastructure and the promotion of social and economic inclusion. The research utilized the case study research design and employed the Delphi method for the investigation. It provides a step-by-step guide on how to use Delphi technique and Structural Equation Modelling (SEM) in human settlements research and planning. The findings reveal that proper coordination across all sectors of government and good working relationship between the private and public sectors will increase the sustainability of mixed-income housing development. This book for the first time brings together and synthesize the relevant theories and concepts that guide mixed-income housing development and human settlements in general. This book is also a reach out to support existing theories that mixed-income housing might not be able to bring about overall social integration, solve all housing problems, but it has the unique tendency, character and peculiarity in the South African case to address spatial imbalances by increasing the affordability of low-cost housing. This research book will provide important resource toolkit as it concludes that there is need for both inter-sectoral and intergovernmental collaboration as well as proper coordination/adequate urban planning to address the human settlement challenges in South Africa and for effective implementation of mixed-income housing development in both developed and developing economies. The use of case studies from the United States, Australia, the Netherlands, Brazil, Nigeria, Botswana and Ghana is noteworthy and serve as an important selling point.
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